Navigating a discharge from hospital to home can be a protracted process fraught with difficulties for a child with complex care needs. Poorly co-ordinated planning prolongs the discharge process (Edwards et al 2004 , Ludvigsen and Morrison 2003 , Noyes 2002 . Primary care trusts (PCTs) and hospitals do not seem to have established frameworks to help ensure a smooth transition from hospital to home for this group of children. Ludvigsen and Morrison (2003) suggest that a framework known to both the community and hospital settings would offer better co-ordination and overcome major barriers to timely discharge such as funding and housing issues, and recruitment of supporting staff (Jardine et al 1999 , Noyes 2002 . Lack of collaboration between services and issues of parental, medical and nursing responsibility also hinder the discharge process.
Complex care
Advances in medical technology have pushed the boundaries of life expectancy (Kirk 1999 , Edwards et al 2004 and resulted in many children with complex care needs/technology dependence being cared for at home. Kirk and Glendinning (1999) define a child as technology-dependent if he or she is dependent on a technological device to sustain life or optimise health.
Children requiring complex care are described as those who may not be technology-dependent but require jointly commissioned health, education and social services, ie they require greater resources than those available within individual services (Lenton et al 2004) .
Both these definitions are used as part of the referral criteria in our team to assess children with complex care needs/technology dependence requiring continuing care at home. 
The framework
Planning for any child to go home begins on admission to hospital (Charlesworth and Mckenzie 1996) , particularly if the child has complex care needs.
The Department of Health (1996) and the Audit Commission (2003) reported that a quality service for children is only achievable by providing a 'seamless web of care'. According to Heywood (2002) 
Funding
It is important to establish funding for the care pack- 
